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of the least importance. A new war had broken
out in the eastern zone, and their request to be
put in the vanguard was answered at last. Now
they would get ail the fighting they wanted without
having to ask for it.
Colonel Astray came to wake Franco in the small
hours of the morning. He found him already
awake. It was not clear from the garbled messages
that had reached headquarters exactly what had
happened, but ail the news that came from the east
was bad news, and one thing was certain; rein-
forcements were needed, and needed urgently.
Franco did not need telling twice. Before it was
fully light he and the men of his Bandera were on
the inarch.
In the heat of the Moroccan summer Franco
forced the pace, and within twenty-four hours they
reached Fondak. There the men rested. They had
to. But for Franco himself there was no rest.
Message after message came through urging him
to press on immediately to Tetuan, They were in
Tetuan early the next morning, where they entrained
for Ceuta, and in Ceuta they embarked on the
4 Ciudad de Cadiz' which carried them at 'full
speed to Melilla,
As this nightmare journey proceeded fragments
of information were picked up. Against the back-
ground of wild rumours that were circulating, it
was impossible, before arrival in Melilla itself, to
gauge the situation accurately. But what had